124      MINORITIES   IN    THE   ARAB   WORLD

to regard Islam and Christianity as mere survivors of a dark age,
and to look forward to their imminent extinction as the only
hope of ending the hatreds and rivalries of communities. This
hope is vain. Revealed religion cannot vanish from the world
to which it has brought light; and if it could, no doubt men
would invent other more cruel gods and give them a more savage
worship. It is not in the spread of a common agnosticism in
which all distinctions of belief are lost that a solution can be
found for the problems expounded in this study. It is not
religion which causes hatred, but men's forgetfulness of the
duties and limits placed upon them by religion.

There is in Islam a fine equality of all races and colours. All
are alike in the spirit of God, all can aspire to any position or
vocation. It is true that the Arabs have always tended to regard
themselves as a nation which has a special rektion to Islam;
but this tendency has never been 4based on racial exclusiveness,
for it has always been open for anybody to become an Arab,
whatever his origin. This sense of human equality must be
strengthened and preserved.

There was also in the original Islam a doctrine of respect and
toleration for other religions, if only they had the root of the
matter in them and professed faith in God, prophecy and the
last Judgement This doctrine has never been entirely forgotten,
but a thousand years of unchallenged Moslem domination have
partly obscured it. The toleration which the present-day Moslem
professes for Christians and Jews is too often not that of a humble
believer for those whom he recognizes as serious seekers of the
same truth, but the contemptuous toleration of the strong for the
weak. This must be changed, and the doctrine of * People of the
Book * with all its implications once more be taken seriously.

It is also essential that the gap between the different Islamic
sects should be bridged. Perhaps it cannot be entirely wiped
out, since it rests in part upon genuine and profound differences
of belief. Shi'isinjor exampk is more than an historical siiraval;
it represents a distinctive point of view. There can, however,
be a new sense of community, of unity underlying differences,
which will put an end to the bitterness of the past.

A *Fnriftd Tension*

Even if everything possible is cboe to improve the rektioBs
betgneea Cflmramrtks, there must always reeaaia a certain